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I thank you most sincerely for your friendly greetings. I have
been eagerly looking forward to this informal visit. The many
preoccupations of my official duties militate against as frequent
intercourse as I could wish with the centres of higher education
in India; and I welcome all the more warmly any occasional
opportunities for visits to our great Indian Universities. Your
University, while it is the youngest of the residential and teach-
ing type of the province, is the oldest affiliating University in
Northern India. It is (shall I say like India itself ?) passing
through a period of transition ; and it has to face the diffi-
culties and perplexities common to such periods. Fortified by
its tradition, however, I am confident that its achievements in
the future will more than echo the traditions of its past; and
that as the years go on, it will continue to send forth young men
fully equipped as citizens of no mean Empire, inspired by the
highest ideals of the East and West, and ready to take their
part in the advancement of this great province and in the
progress of India.

You are fortunate in the wide scholarship of your Chancellor.
The clear intellect and delicate taste of Sir William Harris,
which ranges from the most intimate appreciation of the Latin
poets to the subtleties of political science and constitutional
structures, is too well-known to need a meed of praise from me.
I trust that these qualities of mind may always pervade your
University; that there may flourish here the flowers of intel-
lectual integrity ; that your studies may bear as fruit an earnest
desire to seek the truth and to adhere to it; and that balanced
judgment and tolerance of opinion may be upheld as the
standards of your University culture. No mental characteristics
can serve India in better stekd at a period when the new ideals
of responsible Government are being implanted in the East
from the West

In the Arabic introduction to an Oriental classic, I once read
a phrase which seems to me to have a bearing on the real aspect
of University influence and teaching. It was an introductory
invocation to the Supreme Being and was expressed in the
following words ; " All thanks be to that Being who in the sea
of erudition concealed the pearl of meaning/' It is to the ideal
University that we must look for the secret to find the pearl.
Learning and knowledge can be had at all Universities. The